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UIRR - Overview 3 
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UIRR - Overview 

ÁMembers: Combined Transport Operators and Terminal Managers 
 

ÁHomogeneous interest of all members: modal shift from road to rail 

ÁUIRR Members: the link between road and rail 

ÁLogistics companies: customers as well as shareholders of UIRR Members  

ÁUIRR Members handle 2012 about 50% of Combined Transport in Europe 

 

ÁUIRR founded in 1970 
- seat in Brussels since 1988 
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UIRR - Mission 5 

Grow the pie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

through fair competition on the basis of 

 

1)  technical merit, as an enabler of economic growth and prosperity 

2)  the competence (professionalism) of those who organise it 

3) UIRR as the industry association of the sector. 



FIATA Congress Istanbul | 16-17 October 2014 

UIRR - Strategy 6 

UIRR is an industry association which  

 
- PROMOTES the public understanding 
and appreciation of Road-Rail 
Combined Transport  

 
- ENHANCES its development and the 
proliferation of industry best practice 

 
- SUPPORTS the daily operation of 
European Combined Transport  with a 
series of services 
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UIRR ɀ Growth rate of Members 1989 ɀ 2013 7 

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

180

190

200

199019911992199319941995199619971998199920002001200220032004200520062007200820092010201120122013

Growth of CT Performance (1990 = 100)



FIATA Congress Istanbul | 16-17 October 2014 

Contents 8 

1. UIRR in brief: the industry association for Road-Rail Combined Transport 

 

2. Changes in the pipeline: improvements to the framework 

 

3. Outlook  

 



FIATA Congress Istanbul | 16-17 October 2014 

Infrastructure 9 

ÁRail Freight Corridors: harmonised technical parameters (train length, gross 
weight, profile gauge, signalling, traction electricity) and capacity enhancement 
along the nine main railway routes of Europe 
 

ÁTEN-T Guidelines / CEF Transport: EU financial assistance for infrastructure 
upgrades: city bypass construction, bottleneck removals, ERTMS installation 
 

ÁTerminal capacity development: CEF also provides funding for terminal 
capacity extension 
 

ÁCT-specific infrastructure of shippers: UIRR is proposing that the recast of 
Directive 92/106 extends to defining state-aid-rules to support the 
ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÈÉÐÐÅÒÓȭ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ 

 

GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE  

NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE 
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European Rail Freight Corridors and Seaports 10 

 

MOST OF THE 

LARGEST 

CONTAINER 

SEAPORTS OF 

EUROPE LIE 

ALONG ONE OF 

THE NINE 

EUROPEAN 

RAIL FREIGHT 

CORRIDORS 

 

Container seaports 

>1M TEU / yr

500k-1M TEU / yr

100k-500k TEU / yr



FIATA Congress Istanbul | 16-17 October 2014 

Container traffic at European seaports 11 

ÁHealthy market:  

 4-5% average annual 
growth rate of 
container traffic over 
the last 7 years poses 
a considerable 
challenge 
(opportunity) for 
hinterland transport 
operators 

 

ÁOnly containers and 
RoRo could surpass 
its 2005 performance 
levels 

DYNAMIC GROWTH OF CONTAINER TRAFFIC PRESENTS  

GOOD OPPORTUNITIES TO COMBINED TRANSPORT 

 

Growth rates of various types of maritime traffic: 2005-2012 

Source: ESPO, European Sea Ports Organisation 
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Railway regulation 12 

ÁRail Freight Corridors: harmonised and streamlined procedures for path 
allocation, traffic management and maintenance planning 
 

ÁTechnical harmonisation: safety certification and EU-level vehicle passport, 
TSIs/EN standards/UIC leaflets 
 

ÁRegulatory oversight: reinforced safety and accident investigation bodies, 
extended powers for ERA (to review national legislation, appeals function) 
 

ÁCompetition on rail: harmonised tasks and responsibilities for infrastructure 
managers, Chinese Walls to prevent undue (financial and personal) influence 
within vertically integrated railway holdings (IM - incumbent operators) 
 

ÁHarmonisation in track access charging: would be needed in structure/charging 
categories 

 

ÁTransparency: Improved reporting by Member States and the Commission 
through the enhanced Rail Market Monitoring Scheme + ERA Safety Report 

MORE COMPETITIVE RAILWAY SERVICES IN EUROPE 
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Innovation: uniform signalling system ɀ ERTMS 13 

ERTMS  (European Rail 
Traffic Management 

System) should be built out 
along the entire Rail 

Freight Corridor Network 

 

ERTMS is a combination of 
ETCS (European Train 
Control System) and  

GSM-R  which is the 
European railway 

communication system. 
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Mode-neutral competition in transport  14 

ÁUser-pays principle: distance-based electronic tolling on all European raods 
(similarly to track access charging on rail) 
 

ÁPolluter-pays principle: internalisation of external costs to reflect every 
consequence of transport in the quoted market price 
 

ÁWeights and dimensions: stability in maximum allowed weights and dimensions 
in land transport to encourage private investments 
 

ÁEffective enforcement / comprehensive reporting: revision of transport 
statistics collection and reporting by the Member States and the European Union 

COMPETITION IN TRANSPORT SHOULD BE BASED ON 

THE TECHNICAL MERITS OF EACH MODE AND 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THOSE ORGANISING IT 
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Distance based eTolling everywhere 15 
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Primary energy needs and CO2 emissions of modes 16 

Energy need of trains: 
26% of trucks 

Trainsȭ #/2 emission: 
21% of trucks 


